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WHAT IS UEPG? 
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Aggregates Industry: Specificities 

 Extraction of sand, gravel, hard rock, marine aggregates 
and use of recycled materials  

 Essential material for construction 

 Third most demanded material after water and air  

 Low energy consumption and low CO2 emission 

 Exclusively mechanical treatment of inert material 

 Highly integrated in local economies 

 Local access to land and resources is critical 
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Access to Resources – Primary & Secondary 

 

 Raw Materials Strategy 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 Initiatives on Resource Efficiency / Circular 
Economy Package 

 
 

Sustainable local access to resources within Europe =  
Coherent land-use planning and a simplified permitting procedure  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1st Pillar: Fair and 
sustainable supply of 
raw materials from 
international markets 

2nd Pillar: Fostering 
sustainable supply 
within the EU 
 

3rd Pillar: Boosting 
resource efficiency 
and promote 
recycling 
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Europe’s Biodiversity Policy 
 

 Very ambitious plans to halt loss 
of Biodiversity by 2020, so-called 
“No Net Loss” Initiative 

 

 Permitting requires very close 
evaluation of site Biodiversity – 
need of indicators 
 

 Guidelines do allow extraction in 
protected “Natura 2000” areas 
 

 Biodiversity and extraction can – 
and do - live in harmony 
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Industry embracing Biodiversity as a Strength 

 

 Many case studies 
demonstrate 
quarries and pits as 
Biodiversity havens 
 

 Voluntary guidelines 
developed with IUCN 
 

 Excellent public 
relations benefits 
 

 Potential to develop 
Europe-wide “Green 
Infrastructure” 
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Positive Contribution to Water 

 

 Increased focus on Water 
Management: 
 

 Guidance documents 
 Case Studies 
 Key Facts 
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Industry – the Safety Imperative 

 

 Industry has poor record on 
Fatalities and LTIs, but 
steady progress being made 
 

 Work Prevention: SDIs, 
H&S Committees, Good 
practices’ promotion, Guidance’s 
documents, Partners’ Campaigns 
 

-73% -78% 
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Other Important Safety Initiatives 

 

 Website www.safequarry.com 
continues to provide safety alerts 
 

 Safer by Design initiative gaining 
further recognition by mobile plant 
suppliers (similar to EMESRT) 
 

 Directive on “Traceability of Explosives 
for Civil Use”, is a significant 
administrative challenge, where the 
Whole Supply Chain is involved 
 

 Implementing EU-OSHA Healthy 
Workplaces Campaigns – e.g. 2014 
-‘Managing Stress’ 

http://www.safequarry.com/
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Industry – Health – the RCS Challenge 
 

 Ongoing Impact Assessment of 
Substances to be included in the 
Revised Carcinogens and Mutagens 
Directive 
 

 RCS declared Human Carcinogen by 
IARC, though incidence of silicosis in 
Building Materials sector is low  
 

 Since 2006, NePSi, social agreement 
& voluntary of 18 sectors’ 
signatories, incl. Trade Unions, 
showing reduction of exposure 
 

 However Commission now wishes to 
regulate RCS under a Directive, 
either the CMD or CAD  
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Technical Issues 

 

 After 25 years, development 
of common European 
technical standards still 
ongoing under Construction 
Products Regulation’s 
Implementation! 
 
 

 Incoming requirements for 
Environmental Product 
Declarations (EPDs), 
Regulated Dangerous 
Substances (RDS) 
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Industry – Ongoing PR and Image-Building 
 

 Constant need to promote 
the sector and its benefits & 
contribution to society at 
European,  national and local 
levels 
 

 Need to build on links to all 
stakeholders, incl regulators, 
local communities and NGOs 
 

 Progress is being achieved! 

http://www.mineralproducts.org/flipbook/Make-The-Link
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Non-Energy Extractive Industry Panel (NEEIP) Forum 
 

Reindustrialisation of Europe 

Paving the way for Economic Recovery and Job Creation 

Thursday 20 November 2014 

Thon Hotel, Brussels 
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Thanks for your Attention! 
 


